
Tunxis Community College
Fiftieth Commencement

May Twenty-Sixth
Two Thousand Twenty-One



Congratulations and Good Luck to
All Tunxis Graduates!

Commencement Remarks Dr. Darryl Reome
 Campus CEO

 Dr. James P. Lombella
 President, North-West Region
 Connecticut Community Colleges

 Amy Feest
 Dean of Academic Affairs

 Eileen Peltier
 Chief Regional Workforce Development
	 Officer,	North-West	Region
 Connecticut Community Colleges

Greetings from the Connecticut State 
Colleges and Universities Dr. Jane Gates
 Interim President,
 Provost & Senior Vice President 
 Academic & Student Affairs

Greetings from the 
Board of Regents for Higher Education Matt Fleury
 Chair

Salutatorian Michael Anthony Lonergan

Valedictorian Emma James Burke

Presentation of Graduates Amy Feest
 Dean of Academic Affairs 

Certification of Candidates,
Conferral of Degrees & Certificates Dr. Darryl Reome
 Campus CEO

Program
Recorded remarks delivered virtually.



Class of 2021

ASSOCIATE IN SCIENCE DEGREES CANDIDATES

Business Administration
Allison J. Acurio-Romero
Meriem Aouissi
Samantha Appelle
Eldina Begic
Kayleen Bracco
Brian Buszka
Amanda Carlucci
Kristen Marie Carver
Brooke A. Casida

Noah Charles
Ariadna Cruz-Martinez
Albin Dashi-Rexhepi
Anna Davila
Norman Alexander Dawkins Jr.
Alex Jay DeNote
Elijah J. Dionne
Joshua Benjamin Endler
Kenysha Espinar

ASSOCIATE IN ARTS DEGREES CANDIDATES

Pathway to Teaching Careers
Natisha Latchmi Bossie
Madelyn Rose Bourassa
Kayli Diorio
Gus John Edmond
Osvaldo Cuevas Feliciano
Adxiel Flores Neris
Ashley Galdámez
Nicholas V. Hogan

Jamie Alexis Lindsay
Tianna Marie Oliva
Lauren Angelina Putnam
Priscy Yashira Ramos Ortiz
Ivette Mary Rodriguez
Debora Rosario-Ojeda
Emily Jeanne Sargent

CSCU Transfer Studies
Biology: Malcolm Miller
Biology: Caitlin Elizabeth Perugini
Business: Genesis Alfonso
Business: Angela Maria Alvarado
Business: Abigail Jean Bouchard
Business: Charles W. Brewer
Business: Joanna K. Chojnowski-Schroeder
Business: Tyler W. Davilio
Business: Mahmoud Morsy Gaber Morsy
Business: Marlena K. Polski
Communication: Stephanie Layne DeMarco
Communication: Sarah Hochman
Communication: Logan Joe Zdun
Criminology: Yanitxie Castro
Criminology: Michael Le
Criminology: Trevon Wolfe
Criminology: Tomasz Zygmunt
English: Elizabeth Joy Steinmetz
History: Krystian Filipkowski
Political Science: Sherihan Ayoub
Political Science: George Luis Deleon Jr.
Political Science: Brianna Ashley Norton

Psychology: Everette Benning Austin
Psychology: Alexis Javier Barbosa
Psychology: Jessica Lynn Burnat
Psychology: Kerry Decker
Psychology: Amy J. Domian
Psychology: Rachel Egliskis
Psychology: Matthew Teevan Hamill
Psychology: Holly Lombardi
Psychology: Nicole Mary Martinez
Psychology: Shynasia Newton
Psychology: Anna Rebekah Poleyestewa
Psychology: Ciarra T. Raetz
Psychology: Viviana Rivera
Psychology: Lorena Catalina Rodriguez
Psychology: Morgan Mackenzie Santos
Psychology: Stephanie Marie Vita
Psychology: Sierra Watts
Psychology: Alex Cameil Weston
Sociology: Emma James Burke
Sociology: Sharon Maher
Sociology: Emina Osmanovic

Liberal Arts and Sciences
Theresa Jeanne Cocola



Business Office Technology: Medical Option
Maureen Elizabeth Lawson

Business Administration (continued)

Keisuan Garcia Castillo
Cherish Renee Gentle
Lusanny Gomez
Evan Richard Graves
William Alan Hahn
NyiCantaSioux Henry
Vanessa Zulenthia Holmes
Olivia Jankowski
Jasmine Johnson
Brittany Jean Koziara
Martha Irene Landrette
Olivia Lussier
Deirdre M. McMorrow
Jacob Ryan Neault
Tuhan Le Nguyen
Michael A. Olender
Stephanie Ann Oliva

Mikayla Lynn Otis
Rohan Patel
Adrian A. Pendarvis
Shiquan Malik Roman
Cristina Leontina Rusu
Kimberly G. Sanchez Quituisaca
Chanel Saulter
John Samuel Szyndlar
Soulinthone Thammaracksa
Nicholas Andrew Tompkins
Lidia W. Tulo
Karina Ukhnitska
Lindsay Vannest
Jessica Vargas
Jacob Paul Walasewicz
Zachary Stevenson Ward
Nacera Ziani

Business Administration: Accounting
Deneise Nickole Martin

Marisol Otero

Computer Information Systems
Salvatore Joseph Conant Arber Nasufi

Computer Information Systems: Computer Programming
Nicholas C. Lewis
Michael Joseph Moyers

James Reddington

Computer Information Systems: Network Administration
Mohammad Alzouabi
Kyle John Dillon
Jessica Loveland

Nadia Si Ahmed-Sadi
Raymond Tierney
Ashley Torvinen

Computer Science/Mathematics Honors
Maryanne GunnChristopher Davenport

Criminal Justice
Robert Arroyo III
Jacob Daniel Badgley
Zachary David Bartolome 
Katarina Mikayla Beck
Kyron D. Bridges
Kristen Cormier
Zachary C. Crameri
 Michael Grabowski
Sarah Grycz
Christopher Heredia
Brandon Coraza Holder
Olivia Joyner

Agata Komosinska
Holly Lombardi
Miguel I. Mendez
Adam Ewing Moore
Maritza J. Pagan
Jack Vincent Paulus
Cody K. Rivenburg
Amanda Isarelie Rodriguez
Gladybeld Rodriguez
Shqiprim Sadriu
Evelyn Santiago
Anthony Joseph Santos
Jasmin Nicole Walker



Criminal Justice: Corrections
Ajah Homar

Early Childhood Teacher Credential – CSCU Transfer Studies

Ana Zapata

Dental Hygiene
Maria Eduarda Alcantara-Greer
Emily Lynn Algarin
Veronica Angelina Allevo
Maria Jose Amaya Grote
Silvia Melissa Antonioli
Brittany Aline Cassidy
Tori Crandall
Jordan Taylor Daniels
Elaine Catherine Dennis
Kaylee Jenna DeRose
Alein Fernandez
Bethany Grimes
Alexandra Holmstrom

Maria Jagodzinska
Verdita Komonaj
Mary-Kate Emily Martin
Roshedah Lee Parkman
Joann B. Reyes Rojas
Colleen Elizabeth Roy
Alisha Savaria
Jaclyn Dawnice Scott
Diana Sienicki
Lauren M. Spencer
Hailee S. Stetson
Tiffany Valle-Bernabe

Early Childhood Education
Hilowle M. Ali
Elizabeth Marie Caraballo
Andrew James Hudlow

Andrew Christopher LeDuc
Jessica M. Nkonoki
Catherine Thai

Engineering Science
Nicholas Steve Daesener
Ana Gabriela Markowich
Matthew J. Marquis
Craig Thomas Middleton

Spencer J. Politz
Melvis Rios
Dawid Stanko

General Studies
Kimberly J. Adams
Abdullah Y. Algahmie
Michelle Marie Amara
Malaika Alanis Ashby
Marshaun W. Bell
Renee Susan Biggins
Amber Blais
Alexander James Cable
Camden Clifford
Colleen Dooley Cornwall
Mariam Dibgolongo-Kabore
Victoria Leigh Farkas
Marie Elizabeth Farley
Madison Faulds
Orsolina Ferreira
Fernando Jose Figueroa Holguin
Garrett Steven Fosbrook
Eric D. Fowler
Michelle T. Giblin
Amber Ieasha Green-Davis
Lindsay D. Holden
Julia Catherine Holland
Christina R. Hyman

Syeda Farah Irfan
Zachary Thomas Johnson
Ryan E. Khoshneviss
Rebecca La
Emilie Marie Labouliere
Andree Thomas Ledoux
Michael Anthony Lonergan
Camryn Leigh Lopez
Jennifer Makula
Christine Elizabeth Marcantonio
Garvin Martina
Desiree Lynne Mathers
Nicholas Dillon McCaleb
Enrique Mireles
Evelin Beatriz Monterroso Gonzalez
Rachel Mooney
Angela Marie Morin
Gabrielle R. Mulcunry
Christina S. Niziolek
Shannon Mary O’Neil
Natalie M. Osorio
Lorraine Francis Papacoda
Alyssa M. Paradis



General Studies (continued)

Bethany Paradis
Matthew Geoffrey Petrillo
Jacob Steven Petruzzi
Maya Grace Phairoj
Lisa Ann Pilitowski
Nicole Boisvert Pleckaitis
Krystal Angeli Portela Paulino
Lisamarie Postell
James Edward Powers
Catherine Rose Proper
Jeffrey Quinn
Cassandra Marie Raboin
Kayla Marie Rebelo
Bryan Christopher Regan
Racheal E. Reinwald
Cristina Leontina Rusu
Yesenia Santiago

Lauren Schiffer
Michelle Lyn Sidowski
Ashleigh Marie Silva
Yarlize Sosa
Lorna C. Stamat
Valerie Lynn Sternberg
Emily Barbara Swanson
Paulina Szlejer
Jennifer Michelle Tarallo
Samuel Teper
Natalia Trzcinska
Danica Ann Urda
Stanley Utelmy
Efrain C. Velez
Breanna Lynne Witkowski
Kiera L. Wojtaszek

Graphic Design
Neyjac Joen Altamirano
Noah Belkaid
Lorenzo Fontana
Neave Gomez
Jordan A. Lopez
Susan McCarthy
Michael Medeiros
Lydia Kira Moroz

Shania Pagan
Elvis Rios-Torres
Axel J. Robledo Amill
Alex Jeter Rodriguez
Olivia A. Savino
Alizabeth Louise Toth
Jamie N. Whitelaw

Human Services
Kaleighana Victoria Acevedo
Aileen Marie Acevedo-Aguayo
Angela P. Anthony
Dennis S. Cardenas-Berrezueta
Kassandra Cortorreal-Lloréns
Cecilia Dallaire

Abigail K. Facey
Elizabeth Flores
Sabrina Laci Oakes
Maria Elena Paiva
Sonia E. Quinones
Kara Marie Stakey

Liberal Arts & Sciences
Saba Ahmed Algozy
Raquel Franca Almeida 
Meshail Alvi
Matthew James Anzalone
Jacob Daniel Badgley
Faith Beaulieu
Hannah Boulden
Alexandria Briere
Alexa Lyn Bugryn
Sarah Ann Campbell
Selina Loren Capozzi
Joshua L. Copell
Alexis Marisa Dejesus
Alexandra DiMattia
Jaydon Fournier

Kevin Gonzalez
Johnica Shelbey Goodwin
Haylee Mae Green
Rebecca Jackson
Tiara James
Ani LaPointe
Isabelle Giavonni Lewis
Michael William ONeil
Milar Y. Pimentel
Lisamarie Postell
Amber Nicole Spinney
Matthew Ryan Tanguay
Nathalia Trujillo Sanchez
Charity Blessing Sesay
Drew E. Van Almkerk

Human Services: Family Violence Intervention
Lisamarie Postell Dana Steimann



Technology Studies
David Clewes

Technology Studies: Manufacturing Electro-Mechanical 
Maintenance Technology
Thomas James Palanza

CERTIFICATES CANDIDATES

Accounting
Brian Buszka
John G. Ford
Cherish Renee Gentle
Ewa Jasinska
Ruchi Luthra
Mahmoud Morsy Gaber Morsy
Yuliya Muryn

Jacob Ryan Neault
Cristina Leontina Rusu
Yesenia Santiago
Sherry Ann Sheehan
Trayvon Shuff
Tiffany Virgo

Advanced Manufacturing Machine Technology
Colby Melanson
Ryan Tyler

Gregory Richard Ziobrowski

Business Administration
Allison J. Acurio-Romero
Genesis Alfonso
Haquazia Allen
Angela Maria Alvarado
Alexandra Nicole Amoroso
Meriem Aouissi
Samantha Appelle
Jacob O. Arnone
Eldina Begic
Kayleen Bracco
Charles W. Brewer
Brian Buszka
Amanda Carlucci
Kristen Marie Carver
Brooke A. Casida
Noah Charles
Ariadna Cruz-Martinez
Albin Dashi-Rexhepi
Anna Davila

Tyler W. Davilio
Norman Alexander Dawkins Jr.
Alex Jay DeNote
Elijah J. Dionne
Joshua Benjamin Endler
Kenysha Espinar
Garrett Steven Fosbrook
Keisuan Garcia-Castillo
Cherish Renee Gentle
Lusanny Gomez
Evan Richard Graves
William Alan Hahn
NyiCantaSioux Henry
Vanessa Zulenthia Holmes
Olivia Jankowski
Jasmine Johnson
Brittany Jean Koziara
Martha Irene Landrette
Olivia Lussier

Visual Fine Arts
Alex Rene Arango
Anthony Thomas DeMaio
Emily Elizabeth Hayes
Shakhy D. Loveless

Michelle D. Pease
Alyxis Catalina Rodriguez
Steven Tessman
Jamie N. Whitelaw

Visual Fine Arts: Photography Option
Nina Josephine Capozzi
Ilyzia Jazzia Cardona
Madison Gorski

Nguyen Le
Samuel James Recinos
Meghan Ashley Roy



Early Childhood Administration
Jo Anne Santiago Douglas

Civic Engagement
Angela P. Anthony Lisamarie Postell

Computer Aided Drafting
Kyle M. Boutote
Natasha E. Elzawawy
Cameron D. Klett

Thomas James Palanza
Matthew Joseph Touma

Computer Programming
Nicholas C. Lewis
Michael Joseph Moyers

Ian Alexander Skelskey

Dental Assisting
Ashley Rose Barrett
Athitaya Bunrit
Cristina M. Crudele
Samantha-Jo H. Czarnecki
Wanda M. Echevarria
Kiara April Ford
Samantha E. Jiménez
Madison Leigh Mashia 
Briana Yvette Mendez
Joanna Olearczyk

Myleisha Marilia Ortiz
Ashley L. Portes
Katherine E. Price
Kaleigh A. Pronovost
Katina Y. Román
Trudi A. Ruiz
Brianna Schulman
Wendy Marcela Tello Salazar
Jordan R. Terrenzi
Jerusalem Turner

Early Childhood Education
Hilowle M. Ali
Elizabeth Marie Caraballo
Andrew Christopher LeDuc
Emily Martin

Jessica M. Nkonoki
Stephanie Coral Payne
Julia Beth Poleyestewa

Electronics Technology
Alem Alic Ryan Wedesweiler Capizzano

Family Violence Intervention
Angela P. Anthony
Dennis S. Cardenas-Berrezueta
Cecilia Dallaire

Lisamarie Postell
Sonia E. Quinones

Business Administration (continued)

Deirdre M. McMorrow
Angela Marie Morin
Jacob Ryan Neault
Tuhan Le Nguyen
Michael A. Olender
Stephanie Ann Oliva
Mikayla Lynn Otis
Martha M. Padilla-Rotiroti
Rohan Patel
Adrian A. Pendarvis
Marlena K. Polski
Shiquan Malik Roman
Cristina Leontina Rusu
Kimberly Sanchez Quituisaca

Chanel Saulter
Trayvon Shuff
John Samuel Szyndlar
Soulinthone Thammaracksa
Nicholas Andrew Tompkins
Lidia W. Tulo
Karina Ukhnitska
Lindsay Vannest
Jessica Vargas
Jacob Paul Walasewicz
Zachary Stevenson Ward
Temperance Brittoria Woodward
Nacera Ziani



Finance
Lusanny Gomez
Omar Mohammad Husein
Sylwia Karwowska
Martha Irene Landrette
Martha M. Padilla-Rotiroti

Cristina Leontina Rusu
Stanley Utelmy
Jacob Paul Walasewicz
Nacera Ziani

Homeland Security
Roberta Muharremi

Office Applications
Andrea L. Berkmoes

Health Information Technology
Maureen Elizabeth Lawson Marisol Otero

Human Services
Kaleighana Victoria Acevedo
Angela P. Anthony
Zuleyka Bonilla
Dennis S. Cardenas-Berrezueta
Cecilia Dallaire

Abigail K. Facey
Elizabeth Flores
Sabrina Laci Oakes
Sonia E. Quinones
Kara Marie Stakey

Marketing
Jasmine Johnson
Shiquan Malik Roman

Jamie N. Whitelaw

Network Administration
Mohammad Alzouabi
Kyle John Dillon
Jessica Loveland

Nadia Si Ahmed - Sadi
Raymond Tierney
Ashley Torvinen

Photography
Nina Josephine Capozzi
Heather DeVona
Madison Gorski

Nguyen Le
Samuel James Recinos
Meghan Ashley Roy

Health Career Pathways
McKenzie Autumn Casale
Brianna Erasmus
Bethany Grimes
Maria Jagodzinska
Chynna Marie Jarrett
Afroviti Lalaj
Dominique Lefrancois
Elisabeth G. Lopez

Melyssa Vila Novas Mastroianni
Gina Muratori
Nora Niedzwiecki
Alexandria N. Owens
Cassandra Marie Raboin
Ashleigh Marie Silva
Nathalia Trujillo Sanchez

Graphic Design
Neyjac Joen Altamirano
Noah Belkaid
Lorenzo Fontana
Neave Gomez
Jordan A. Lopez
Susan McCarthy
Michael Medeiros
Lydia Kira Moroz

Shania Pagan
Benjamin S. Pestillo
Elvis Rios-Torres
Axel J. Robledo Amill
Alex Jeter Rodriguez
Olivia A. Savino
Alizabeth Louise Toth



CAREER TRAINING CERTIFICATES CONTINUING EDUCATION

EKG Technician
Elizabeth Avila
Felicia A. Grabowski
Arielle M. McCray
Julie Miller
John J. O’Donnell

Kayla Pleasant
Brittany M. Rabis 
Spencer D. Roberge
Ailyn Urzua
Nicole Wilson

Certified Nurse Aide
Agata M. Adamkiewicz
Yolanda M. Aldarondo
Aaliya G. Anthony
Ashley Arias
Benjamin N. Black
Sarah J. Boardman
Amy M. Brescia
Natoria J. Buxton
Megan T. Callahan
Elizabeth Chechoski
Charles J. Cofrancesco
Erica Coyne
Franklina Davies
Yanina N. De La Torre
Crystal L. Donovan
Desiree D. Ford
Aliyah Freeman-Johnson
Patricia Gannon
Sandra Garrido
Dejah M. Glenn
Brittany Gueco
Jaida S. Hampton
Briana Hernandez
Raquel Hill
Jimmy Jones
Julia H. Lallier
Destiny M. Leach
Randall T. Leach
Dawn M. Lewis
Jennifer W. Macharia
Kathleen G. Mayo

Sandy A. McCann
Natasha McDonald
Maki J. Miller
Jazzmyne K. Mitchell
Mackenzie R. Mitchell
Caitlin A. Mullinar
Nia Myers
Bridget Owusuaa
Denisha T. Peterson
Shaniqua Ransom
Tia S. Robinson
Ziomaly M. Rodriguez
Sandra M. Sacco
Alijah M. Sanchez
MiaShea Schumey
Kari L. Smith
Hadauna Sooman
Carlos Stakeman
Ingrid E. Taylor-Senior
Ruthmarie Textidor
Lori A. Thomas
Shantee L. Torregano
Gerald W. Walker
Teresa Wallace
Eonni T. Whiteley
Gabrielle Wichowski
Grace Woods
Jacqueline M. Wuchert
Samantha L. Zaanoun
Alaysia D. Zaikarite
Morgan D. Ziegler

Certified Patient Care Technician
John M. Jevitts Louise Simoncini

Certified Pharmacy Technician
Brittany M. Acevedo
John A. Gagliardi
Bradley J. Gray
Kiana M. Lafleur

Tia A. Lindo
Carmen M. Nieves
Tishaya Thompson

Certified Phlebotomy Technician
Natasha Alvarez
Susan L. Ancher

Melissa L. Balkow
Gyselle Bermudez



Certified Phlebotomy Technician (continued)

Shernann Blake
Elba N. Caban
Jennisia Caez
Vanessa Camacho
Monica Carrero
Samantha I. Catucci
Valentina Cole
Daniella Comer
Amy L. Cruz
Ashanti N. Daniels
Jaimie N. Ferland
Katherine E. Fowkes
Kara Gallo
Christy Garcia
Marissa E. Gaudina
Felicia A. Grabowski
Jennifer Guevara
Isamaria T. Guzman
Joi Haythe
Ivelisse Hidalgo
Amanda L. Homar
Debra A. James
Roy H. Jenkins
Jessica A. Koskowski
Jackson A. Kulinski
Julia F. Lardie
Kiana Love
Inna Manaskin
Arielle M. McCray
Roza Mekhtoub

Andrew A. Mikhaeil
Heather S. Morin
Anatasia Morgan-Doe
John J. O’Donnell
Joanne Ogniewski
Johanna Y. Ortega
Devonee Oquendo
Sarah G. Paventi
Melissa Peidl
Kayla M. Pleasant
Kara M. Poma
Deyaneira Quinones
Selina Rahman
Francis Z. Ramos-Figuero
Jaimie M. Ricci
Spencer D. Roberge
Thyrza M. Rodriguez Acosta
Felicia Singh
Denise L. Siriois
Kari Smith
Tameka Spencer
Aruna Soohan
Carlos Stakeman
Miranda Toth
Tahisha M. Turner
Ailyn Urzua
Norma Vazquez
Samantha R. Welch
Michelle L. White
Nicole T. Wilson

Certified Sterile Processing Technician
Rachel Abigail Aborjoe
Maria C. Acevedo
Jennifer A. Adu
Julissa Agular
Eunice Akyeampong
Juliet M. Alicea
Derek D. Angelone
Michelle B. Anderson
Perpetual Ansah
Anika Atkins-Kerr
Jazmin Bonet-Gonzalez
Harley A. Bouchard
Michael M. Costello
Esmerelda Crespo
Kyle J. Demorais
Sharice Kyan J. Dorsey
Beau A. Dufault
Dymonne D. Ellison
Audrey D. Elliott
Felicia Frederick
Cailyn Gelfand
Harry Gonzalez

Cheryl A. Gordon-Heath
Jennifer Grieco
Kristie Griffin
Dexter Henry
Leticia Henry
Brian Hovey
Tamecia P. James
Ferroudja Kebaili
Jessica L. Kelsey
Rita A. Lino
Landy Louisthelmy
Patricia L. Martin
Sheila L. McHargh
Marlene P. McIntosh
Racquel S. McKoy
Kiraliz Mojica
Patricia Oduo
Hylenne Perez
Javon D. Pierce
Rebekah Roberge
Sha’nay V. Robinson
Veronica G. Rodriguez



Massage Therapy
Christopher Stubbs
Adam Tilbe

Jenne Wilusz-Erisoty

Certified Sterile Processing Technician (continued) 

Cynthia Rolan Diaz
Dyarma Rosa
Melanie A. Rosado
Valerie Sanchez
Catherine Strezpek
Maricel Y. Tero

Jacob Vargus
Vallen M. Velazquez
Damien P. Wineglass
Annetta P. Wright
Samantha L. Zaanoun
Frederick K. Zowonu

Registered Medical Assistant
Gabriella Alvarado
Yolanda Bonilla
Katie Bussolini
Jaime N. Capirchio
Heather J. Carroll
Elizabeth Castro
Yinfeng Concra
Karolina M. Fitrzyk
Cassandra Gonalez-Bonet
Michael J. Hopkins
Alina Horbachyk
Janixa M. Lamonaco
Jessica M. Laracuente
Heily Lopez
Abigail Malentacchi
Emily P. Marquis
Freily Medina De Gomez
Julie A. Miller

Anjie Orlowski
Katie Peets
Ashlee Pompea
Naesha Resto
Keri Robbins
Carol Ruddock
Allison Ruffles
Amanda Ruiz
Cassidy Rutkowski
Gabriella N. Salonia
Casstidy A. Sanabria
Ashley Sanchez
Geavonia N. Santiago
Leslie Sepulveda
Michele Sheilds
Celeste Walters
Jessica Wheelahan

Veterinary Assistant
Jenna Barber
Christine M. Carrier
Kainaliz Carrero Nieves
Madison D. Charrette
Angelia Cocchiola
Kelsey M. Colangelo
Marion M. Conley
Ashley H. Debreceni
Elizabeth H. Deniger
Christa M. DeStefano
Kayla A. Doner
Daniella Dutkiewicz
Lisa-Marie Freres
Brooke A. Gardener
Elizabeth A. Goulet
Tuesday M. Grosso
Noah M. Hendricks
Denija Josipovic
Jessica J. Johnson
Samantha G. Knoll
Alliyah Lampkin
Annelise M. Lankarge

Paige E. Lowery
Andriana N. Macri
Belem M. Martinez
Jenecie C. Matos
Victor Matos
Natalee A. Meccariello
Briana H. Mellen
Patricia M. Minges
Cameron L. Murphy
Charlotte M. Norton
Precious Pabon
Christopher Rattigan
Jay Rivera
Violet A. Ruppel
Komaima Santiago
Jenna H. Sforza
Ashley M. Shackett
Paige M. Sharasheff
Devin M. Spisto
Jerimiah Vasquez Caban
Mikaila Williams
Christian D. Woodard



Board of Regents for Higher Education
Matt Fleury, Chair

Dr. Merle W. Harris, Vice Chair

Dr. Jane M. Gates, Interim President, Provost & Senior VP Academic & Student Affairs

Richard J. Balducci Deep River
Aviva D. Budd Stamford
Naomi K. Cohen Bloomfield
Felice Gray-Kemp Hamden
Holly Howery Bristol
David R. Jimenez West Simsbury
JoAnn Ryan Torrington
Ari Santiago West Hartford
Elease E. Wright Hartford
Antonia Oglesby *  Derby
Audrey Redpath * Higganum
Dr. David Blitz * * Winsted
Deidre S. Gifford * * West Hartford
David Lehman * * Greenwich
Charlene Russell-Tucker * * Guilford
Dr. Colena Sesanker * * West Hartford
Kurt Westby * * Middletown

*  Student Regent

* * Ex-Officio, non-voting member

Tunxis Alumni Association
Kristi Steinfeld, President

Ashley Foster, Vice President

Stacey Palumbo, Secretary

Jenny Cardoso, Member at Large

Jessica Horvath, Member at Large

Helen Lozada, Member at Large

Sylvia Simonian, Member at Large



Officers

Cindy Bombard, President

Keith J. Bernier, Vice President

Ty White, Treasurer

Gene F. Prentiss, Secretary

Keith Madore, Executive Director

Board of Directors

Mary Bencivengo

Cara Pavalock-D’Amato

Arthur Funk

John W. Gallant

Nancy B. Grassilli

Aaron Jainchill

Peter Kelley

Dhiraj Khosla

Fernando Macaro

I. Todd Russell

Lisa Simonetti

Ahmed Shaher

Salvatore V. Vitrano 

Robert J. Voight

Tunxis Community College Representatives

James P. Lombella, Ed.D.

Darryl Reome, Ed.D.

Kimberly Hall James, D.M. 

Lynn L. Laskowski

Mark Milewski

Tunxis Community College Foundation and Advisory Board is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit 
tax-exempt organization led by an Executive Director and a talented volunteer Board 

of Directors comprised of business and community leaders, students, faculty, and alumni.  
The Foundation exists solely for charitable and educational purposes.



The College Mace
The Tunxis Community College Mace was first used in the 1973 Commencement 
ceremonies. Handcrafted in genuine Thailand teakwood, the Mace’s contemporary design 
reflects clean, simple lines associated with today’s artifacts, furnishings, and architecture.

The Mace is a traditional symbol which has figured in academic ceremonies for over 
800 years. The use of a staff or rod as a symbol of authority can be traced far back into 
antiquity. The Bible has frequent references to the staff of Aaron and Moses. Roman 
officials carried bundles of rods with an axehead protruding. Kings and emperors still 
carry sceptres, and bishops carry croziers. When universities came into existence in the 
Middle Ages, their officials were granted the right to carry a mace to show their authority.

Continuing this tradition, the Tunxis Mace is carried by the Grand Marshal, who leads the 
procession and the recession.

Academic Attire
The colorful academic attire worn by the faculty and graduates has its origin in the 
European universities of the Middle Ages. The different types of gowns, the varying styles 
of caps, and the range of hood colors indicate different degrees and colleges. The gown 
for an Associate and a Bachelor has long pointed sleeves. That of a Master has an oblong 
sleeve, open at the waist. The rear part of its oblong shape is square cut and the front 
part has an arc cutaway. The Doctor’s gown has bell-shaped sleeves, with three bands of 
velvet on the sleeves and velvet facings down the front.

Associates, Bachelors, and Masters all wear traditional Oxford or mortarboard design 
caps with silk tassels. The Doctor’s cap is similar, except that the tassel is gold. Some 
colleges and universities use a soft velvet cap instead of the mortarboard of Doctors; this 
cap resembles a beret, and is usually black.

The hood is worn open, hanging around the neck and down the back. The satin lining is 
in the colors of the college granting the degree. Velvet edging in varying widths shows 
the degree held, while the color shows the field of learning. Some of the more common 
colors to be seen on the hoods are the following: white for arts, letters and humanities; 
light blue for education; gold for science; olive for business; orange for engineering.



271 Scott Swamp Road • Farmington, CT 06032
www.tunxis.edu

Congratulations and Good Luck to
All Tunxis Graduates!


